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In the Matter of

Rduanced Teleuision Systems
and Their Impact upon the
EKisting Teleuision Broadcast
Seruice

DOCKET FILE COpy ORK)lNAL
REPLY COMMENTS OF RIDGECREST COMMUNITY TELEUISION, INC.
IN THE FOURTH FURTHER NOTI CE OF PROPOSED RULEMRK ING
RND THIRD NOTICE OF INQUIRY

To The Commission:

Ridgecrest Community Teleuision, I nco submits these reply
comments in response to the Fourth Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemakingl Third Notice of Inquiry_, FCC 95-315, in the aboue
captioned proceeding, released Rugust 9, 1995. The Commission
seeks comments on under what terms and conditions free ouer
the-air broadcasting should make a transition from analog to
digital technology. Ridgecrest Community Teleuision, Inco urges
the Commission to regUlate the transition to aduanced broadcast
teleuision technology (" RTU") in the public interest.

Ridgecrest Community Teleuision, I nco is a pUblic benefit,
nonprofit corporation formed in June 1996 to enhance the
quality of life for the citizens of our community by prouiding an
access center for the production of local teleuision
programming.

My PEG access center transmits this programming on our local
cable system, pursuant to the franchise agreement between
Benchmark Cableuision and The City of Ridgecrest, and the
federal 1984 Cable Rct. Our uolunteer producers are associated
with a wide range of religious, community, educational,
charitable, and other non-commercial, non-profit institutions.
These organizations use our PEG access center and the facilities
we prouide to speak to their memberships and their larger

communities and participate in an euer-!Ir:Wi.",~ "~:r~ddn~
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town hall." R list of organizations that regularly use our facility
is attached as EHhibit R. We belieue that the tremendous
resources of the Information Rge should be made auailable to all
communities, including those communities that otherwise would
haue insufficient means to participate in this technological
reuolution.

The deuelopment of RTU may offer the most significant
opportunity since the birth of teleuision to make the mass media
more responsiue to local needs and non-commercial uoices. The
broadcasting industry, howeuer, sees this as an opportunity to
receiue $78 billion worth of federally-owned electromagnetic
spectrum for free. The industry wants to use this ualuable
additional capacity for a number of lucratiue subscriber
seruices, including data transmission, communications seruices
and sUbscription uideo seruices. We belieue that the spectrum
should be used to enhance both the quantity and quality of local
educational, political, cultural, public affairs, and non
commercial programming.

This tremendous augmentation of broadcast capacity could
easily prouide a platform for eHisting PEG and low-power
teleuision stations to broadcast local programming; it could also
assure a free place for political candidates, quality childrens'
programming, II distance learning II programs offered through
high schools and uniuersities, and local theater and musical
performances. The Commission could impose a license fee
approaching fair market ualue for broadcasters' use of the
spectrum, and require that some channel space be put aside for
non-commercial purposes. Ructions, quasi-auctions,
"condominium" and "quasi-common carriage" proposals will
permit incumbent broadcasters to haue unfettered access to a
digital broadcast platform while allowing the federal
gouernment to collect much-needed reuenue. R portion of the
license fees could be used to fund local non-commercial
programming on these public interest channels.

We are also concerned that the industry wants to deuelop RTU
under anti-competitiue, cartel-like conditions, by initially
prohibiting any non-broadcaster from receiuing an RTU license.
We do not see why this is necessary. Diuersity of programming
and diuersity of ownership haue both been long-standing public
policy goals of the Commission. Neither is serued by imposing
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this entry barrier on RTU. This limitation will reduce the number
of uoices on the air, and lik:e other mark:et-entry barriers, will
create substantial inefficiencies for potential subscribers and
aduertisers.

We at Ridgecrest Community Teleuision, Inc. urge the
Commission to recognize the interests of the educational,
charitable, and ciuic sector as it deuises telecommunications
policy for the 21 st century, and to implement aduanced
teleuision in a manner that sustains and nurtures what is best in
Rmerica -- its churches, its schools, its local institutions, and its
charitable organizations.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

ose h R. Watters, Jr
President

Ridgecrest Community Teleuision, Inc.
1221 Flora Way

Ridgecrest, CR 93555



EHHIBIT R

ORGRNIZRTIONS USING THE SERUICES
OF

RIDGECREST COMMUNITY TELEUISION, INC.

1. Desert Rrtists League

2. Community Light Opera and Theater Rssociation

3. China Lake Players

4. Randsburg Players, Inc.

5. Trona Unified School District

6. Sierra Sands Unified School District

1. Cerro Coso Community College

8. Desert Community Orchestra

9. Sierra Crafts Guild

1B. Society of Louers of Opera (SOLO)

11. Maturango Museum


